SYLLABUS

Reformed Theological Seminary Master's Program

Course: Family Pastoral Care

Quarter: Spring 2023

Course time:  every Thursday afternoon 1:30-4:00 pm (starting March 2)
Credits: 2

Study Week:  No class April 6, 2023

Teacher: Pastor Tim Bayly

Email: tbbayly@gmail.com

Line: timbayly

Online Office Hours: To Be decided Any evening 7:00-8:30 pm Taiwan time
Late April Monday morning, 10:00-11:30 am Taiwan time

Master's Program Goals:
Goal 1: Spiritual Growth (Building Spiritual Life by Studying the Bible and Reformed Faith)

Goal 2: Thinking skills (to improve reading, writing and thinking skills)
Goal 3: Foundation of Knowledge (Learning about Christianity)

A: Cultivate the ability to interpret the Bible and correct knowledge of the Bible
B: Correct understanding of Christian theology and Reformed creeds
C: A general understanding of church history and Western thought

Goal 4: Practical Theology
A: Develop preaching and teaching skills
B: Develop the skills to lead worship and govern the church
C: Develop skills in mentoring and discipleship

Course description:

God said it was “not good” for Adam to be alone, so He created woman for man and commanded them,
“Be fruitful and multiply.” Thus the first family. Pastoral ministry in family life flows from Biblical
doctrines including the Fatherhood of God, the image of God, the purposes of marriage, sexuality, the
blessing of fruitfulness... Pastoral care for families opens doors for evangelism. It is also a critical need in
the Church where family relations often involve private suffering. We will examine the blessings and
failures of family life documented in Scripture, teaching Biblical methods that male ordained leaders,
their wives, and Titus 2 “older women” can help through Biblical pastoral care.

Course goals:

That the student may come to understand the nature of pastoral care as taught and demonstrated in
Scripture and church history. This will include the challenges, difficulties, and rewards of this work.


mailto:tbbayly@gmail.com

That the student may grow in willingness to say what he or she sees during conversations, and to give
direction despite risks of doing so, relationally. That the student may learn to provide pastoral care to
individuals and families based upon Scriptural anthropology including Original Sin, Sexual identity, and
the Image of God. That the student may learn to take sexual identity (male and female) into account in
pastoral care, both with regard to the sheep and the one providing the care. That the student may grow in
his or her ability to protect God’s sheep. That the student may grow in confidence of God’s help and
protection as he or she speaks His truths to church members and unbelievers alike. Finally, that the
student may grow in confidence that truths under attack today concerning the nature of man are vital
opportunities for evangelism.

Assignments

A. Assigned Readings and written response to questions on readings in Moodle class forum 40% of
grade total, minimum of 400-500 characters response to two or three questions each week. (see
class schedule below for when readings are due). For the first week, students will need to catch
up with two sets of readings for week one and week two. Deadline for each week before class
starts.

All students read these:
1. E¥AE, JBEZE & Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
(Chinese translation US $13.95 at https://www.ustiendao.com/33395295 .html)

2. EEERIRC The Mark of the Christian by Francis Schaeffer.
(Chinese translation at https://www.holymountaincn.org/thread-2736-1-1.html)
3. Readings in Westminster Larger Catechism.

(Chinese online here: http://www.chinareformation.com/2-7.htm)

4. Readings in Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin. (free Chinese translation at
http://www.chinachristianbooks.org/Home/ChildrenList.aspx?Categoryld=837feda8-6a64-4b0c-
b815-874913a7f7b7&SubCategoryld=00000000-0000-0000-0000-
000000000000&Contentld=f170760e-a43a-49f4-b736-3ec7dd23300b )

5. Readings in Elders Reformed by Tim Bayly.

(English text and DeepL translation provided free.)

6. Short excerpts from 4 A - ELTEHTHF The Reformed Pastor by Richard Baxter. Chinese here:

https://rb.gy/gwmf4k; otherwise free English text here.)

7. Short excerpts from Concerning the True Care of Souls by Martin Bucer.
(English text and DeepL translation provided free.)

8. Chapters from The Grace of Shame by Tim Bayly.
(English text and DeepL translation provided free.)

9. Several chapters from The Helpful Marriage Book by Tim Bayly.
(English text and DeepL translation provided free.)

10. Short excerpt from Heresy & Orthodoxy in History of Church by Harold O. J. Brown.
(English text and DeepL translation provided free.)

11. Short excerpt from Commentary on Titus by George Knight.
English text and DeepL translation provided free.)

12. Readings from PCA Position Paper on Divorce and Remarriage.
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(English text and DeepL translation provided free. Here is free English text.)
13. Readings from Abortion and the Church by Evangel Presbytery.
(English text and DeepL translation provided free. English text free here.)
14. Chapter from Church Reformed by Tim Bayly.
(English text and DeepL translation provided free.)
15. Reading in Pastoral Care by Gregory the Great.
(English text and DeepL translation provided free English text here: https://rb.gy/sjabfz).
16. Reading in Daddy Tried by Tim Bayly. (English text and DeepL translation provided free.)

B. 30% Final Exam on class lectures, opened May 18, 17:00 — May 19 23:59 (thirty T/F
questions in 25 minutes time limit)

C. 30% Final paper, minimum 3000 characters, maximum 5000, due on Moodle May 26,
23:59 Compare your own family and church experience with the 11 topics of the class
lectures. Arrange your paper in order of the 11 class lecture topics. Under each heading write
300-500 characters. For each section choose several brief points of comparison of your own
family and church experience (both good and bad) with the content of the lectures,
summarizing one or two of Pastor Bayly’s teachings in the lecture, and conclude each section
with a Bible verse and some applications to your situations, or goals that would improve
those situations, or give encouragements where Christian maturity was experienced.

Class Schedule (It may be adjusted according to the teaching of each week)
|Week one: February 23|
Pastoral care: truth over face

Scripture:

"Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you." (Hebrews
13:17).

Reading:

Selected Scripture texts

Excerpts from Elders Reformed by Tim Bayly

Excerpts from The Reformed Pastor by Richard Baxter

Excerpts from Concerning the True Care of Souls by Martin Bucer

Description:

Ordained officers/Titus 2 women have an obligation to "know.” We shouldn’t turn a blind eye. We
shouldn't allow secrets about sin to prevail. We shouldn’t abandon God’s sheep to danger and suffering.
We must risk shame and pain for the sake of protecting souls. Pastors don't have the option of limiting our
protection of sheep by claiming our only duty is in the "spiritual realm."

[Week two: March 2|
Biblical anthropology: confessing our faith at the gaps in the wall
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Scripture:
"God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created
them” (Genesis 1:27).

Reading:

Selected Scripture texts

Excerpts from Calvin’s Institutes

Excerpts from The Grace of Shame and The Helpful Marriage Book by Tim Bayly

Excerpt from Heresies: Heresy and Orthodoxy in the History of the Church by Harold O. J. Brown

Description:

Anthropology is the battle of our day. Each era of church history has faced specific attacks upon God’s
truth. Past centuries have worked hard to confess the boundaries of God’s truth concerning the attacks
upon Biblical truth of their time related to Christology, the Trinity, soteriology, etc. The world’s
concerted attack today concerns Biblical anthropology. The world denies “from the beginning, He made
them male and female” (LGBTQism). The world denies man alone is created in the image of God
(Europe and America’s Green politics). The world denies that in sin our mother conceived us (man is
basically good and able to be educated to make good choices). The world denies man bears the image of
God from conception to natural death (abortifacient birth control, abortion, infanticide, euthanasia). The
world denies God’s creation order of Adam first, then Eve. These attacks are harming and destroying
many souls both inside and outside the church.

Week three: March 9
Biblical qualifications for those who minister: our own character

Scripture:

"He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all
dignity (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the
church of God?)..." (1Timothy 3:4-5).

Reading:

Selected Scripture texts

Excerpts from Calvin’s Institutes

Excerpts from Elders Reformed by Tim Bayly
Excerpt from Commentary on Titus by George Knight

Description:

We must honestly examine our own character individually, as well as in our marriage and family life,
before we undertake providing pastoral care and instruction to brothers and sisters in Christ. We cannot
separate pastoral ministry whether as ordained officers, officers’ wives, or Titus 2 women from the
condition of our lives individually, in our marriages, and in our homes.



Special consideration will be given to the nature and purpose of Biblical qualifications and
disqualifications for ministry.

[Week four: March 16|
Biblical marriage: the high calling

Scripture:
"Then the LORD God said, 'It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for
him’” (Genesis 2:18).

Reading:

Selected Scripture texts

Excerpts from Calvin’s Institutes

Excerpts from Daddy Tried and The Helpful Marriage Book, both by Tim Bayly

Excerpts from Life in the Spirit - An Exposition of Ephesians 5:18-6.9 by Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Excerpts from The Excellent Wife by Martha Peace

Description:

Marriage and childbearing are the glorious norm provided us by God. Singleness is a calling. Those who
burn must marry. Sacrificing the family on the altar of ministry is sinful. If we do not have the calling to
singleness, we are to marry. In marriage, we are commanded by God to leave our father and mother, and
cling to our wife. These things are transcultural. Regardless of our cultural norms, the Christian is God’s
holy (meaning peculiar) man or woman.

Each marriage and household is to be ordered by God’s creation order. God has commanded the husband
to be the head of the household. From the beginning, God made Adam (and thus man) the responsible
sex. "In Adam, we sinned all.” God has commanded the wife, specifically, to demonstrate man’s
responsibility by submitting to her own man, her own husband. When Satan tempted Eve and she ate the
forbidden fruit, God’s created order was flipped upside down.

Week five: March 23|
Biblical marriage: conflict

Scripture:
"Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them” (Colossians 3:19).

Reading:

Selected Scripture texts

Excerpts from PCA Position Paper on Divorce and Remarriage
Excerpts from The Helpful Marriage Book, each by Tim Bayly
Excerpts from The Peacemaker by Ken Sande



Description:

Scripture contains a vivid record of conflict between the people of God and the world, the people of God
and each other, the people of God and their leaders, the leaders of God’s people and one another,
husbands and wives, and parents and children. At the Last Supper in the upper room, the Twelve fought
among themselves about which of them was “the greatest.” The Jerusalem church was forced to arbitrate
the conflict over circumcision causing schism in the church of Antioch. The Apostle Paul rebuked the
Apostle Peter publicly. The Apostle Paul and Barnabas separated over whether or not John Mark should
accompany them. Galatians is all about conflict caused by the Judaizers. The Corinthians even took one
another to court. The Sons of Israel never stopped complaining and fighting as they wandered in the
wilderness.

Attention will be given to best practices of anticipating and resolving conflict in church and family life.
Also the centrality of the duty of peacemaking for ordained officers as it is taught and evidenced in
Scripture.

[Week six: March 30|
Biblical Marriage: fruitfulness

Scripture:
"Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God
seeking? Godly offspring” (Malachi 2:15; ESV).

Reading:

Selected Scripture texts

Excerpts from Abortion and the Church by Evangel Presbytery
Excerpts from The Helpful Marriage Book by Tim Bayly

Description:

Thorough examination of Scripture’s declaration that fruitfulness is God’s blessing. Survey of historical
views of Christian Church concerning contraception, birth control, and abortion. The timeliness of
Christians embracing motherhood in the face of the world’s abandonment of childbearing and
childrearing.

April 6, no class, reading week

Week seven: April 13|
Raising children: delighting in them

Scripture:
"You are My beloved Son, in You I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11).

Reading:
Selected Scripture texts



Excerpts from Daddy Tried by Tim Bayly

Description:
Scripture declares children are God’s blessings. Blessings from God are to be celebrated and enjoyed.
Still, much work is required if each of these blessings is to be enjoyed by the children's father and mother.

Week eight: April 20|
Raising children: disciplining them

Scripture:
“We had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them” (Hebrews 12:9).

Reading:
Selected Scripture texts
Excerpts from Daddy Tried by Tim Bayly

Description:

What is that work and how is it to be done? What pitfalls are there that we must avoid and what work are
we most inclined to neglect due to pressure from others and our own weakness and sin? Is it normal to
have marital conflict over the discipline of children? Is that conflict ever good?

|Week nine: April 27|
Raising children: the transitional years

Scripture:
"The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.”" (Luke
15:12).

Reading:
Selected Scripture texts
Other misc. readings

Description:

There are many radical changes to the relationship of fathers and mothers to their children as those
children get older and begin their transition to adulthood. Individuation is difficult for both parent and
child, but individuation is necessary for all concerned. What are the dangers to be avoided in these years?
How is the church to be helpful to fathers, mothers, and children during these years? What particular steps
can church officers take to assist in this time of both danger and opportunity?

[Week ten: May 4
Raising children: sexual abuse, incest, and sexual dysphoria




Scripture:
"See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven
continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 18:10).

Reading:
Selected Scripture texts
Selected reading

Description:

How should we minister to those committing and those suffering under sins of violence, sexual abuse,
incest, and sexual dysphoria? Attention will also be given to methods of coming alongside adult victims
of sexual abuse and incest whose fear, grief, and pain have been cloaked in heavy silence thus far in life,
and whose marriage and family life is harmed by this hidden pain.

|Week eleven: May 11|
The household of faith: fellowship and intimacy

Scripture:
"I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the
church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth” (1Timothy 3:15).

Reading:

Selected Scripture texts

Excerpts from Church Reformed by Tim Bayly

Excerpts from Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Excerpts from The Mark of the Christian by Francis Schaeffer

Description:

The church is a more permanent family than our own blood families. This is the reason Jesus says we
must love Him even to the point of hating our own father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, husband,
and wife. Is it possible to love and enjoy the fellowship of the Church? If so, what steps should be taken
and what work needs to be done to build up, maintain, and protect the loving intimacy of our
congregations? Why is the fellowship of the Church so needed, particularly in times of persecution?

[Week twelve: May 18|
Left blank for now, allowing for catching up if one of above takes more than a week to cover.

Scripture:

Reading:



Description:

Teacher Introduction

Senior Pastor/Head of Staff | 1996 — 2022 (retired) Trinity Reformed Church | Indiana, Bloomington.
Planted and have had primary preaching, pastoral care, and leadership responsibility of Trinity Reformed
Church. Moderator of session and congregation. Head of staff of 8 full-time pastors and other non-
ordained staff members. Through the years, God has used Trinity Reformed Church to found a seminary
(now called New Geneva Academy) and Warhorn Media (book publishing, podcasting, music
composition and recording, blogging). Our Lord has also used Trinity to plant four churches, help found
Evangel Presbytery, found Trinity Reformed Graveyard, and found Cedars Christian School. Trinity
hosted a pastors and elders conference annually.

Vice President, Lecturer | 07/2007 — Present New Geneva Academy| Indiana, Bloomington
Taught doctrine of justification, life of Jonathan Edwards, pastoral care, weddings, funerals, pastoral
counselling, church history, etc. Met weekly with students for seminars on various topics, and strong
mentoring component. Served in critiquing students' preaching.

Education
B.A 1979 University of Wisconsin - Madison | Medieval/Reformation History
MDiv 1983 Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary | South Hamilton, Massachusetts

Publications

Many articles.

Out of My Mind: The Best of Joe Bayly (1994, Zondervan).

Biblical Foundations for Manhood and Womanhood (2002, Crossway).

Daddy Tried: Overcoming the Failures of Fatherhood (Warhorn Media, 2016).

The Grace of Shame: Seven Ways the Church Has Failed To Love Homosexuals (Warhorn Media. 2017).
Church Reformed (Warhorn Media, 2019).

Elders Reformed, (2020, Warhorn Media).

The Helpful Marriage Book: Biblical Wisdom for Husbands and Wives (Warhorn Media, 2022).
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