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Master of Biblical Counseling thesis: Required 4 credits, including thesis and workbook/manual.

1. Purpose: The purpose of the graduation thesis is to develop more teaching materials that can influence the

church to understand the importance to the Bible and God as the center of counseling.

2. Subject: In the first year of enroliment, the subject of the selected thesis must be discussed with the Dean of

Biblical Counseling. You should choose a topic that you are more concerned about, have dealt with in the

past, and is currently lacking as a weakness in the Chinese church, and combine it with the Westminster

Standards model of Pastor Yates’ courses. The thesis can be developed by tailoring the homework of each

required BC course or offering substitution homework proposals to other teachers to tailor the homework to

the topic of the thesis.

3. Research process:

a. BOOKS

Assuming your topic is part of larger topics covered in the MABC classes, review the book lists in the

MABC course syllabi as a starting point for basic research book.
Do a search on a big bookstore website for psychology and secular related books
Do a search on a Christian bookstore website for Christian and psychology integration books

Do a search on a conservative seminary bookstore www.wtsbooks.com that teaches biblical

counseling website for biblical counseling books and booklets

Cross-check on a Chinese Christian bookstore website for any similar translated titles

www.shop.campus.org.tw

b. JOURNAL ARTICLES (English articles can be machine translated)

C.

Do a general Google search for journal articles (English or Chinese)

Search in PRTS loaner website account for EBSCO related articles in Christian psychology or sociology

journals
Do a search in the archives of the Journal of Biblical Counseling for BC articles on related topics

Websites representing organizations, universities, seminaries, associations that curate and edit
submission by their authors, publish books or combine online articles with journal publications are

generally more recognized and reliable sources useful for your thesis.

Website blogs, personal testimonies and online articles from individual authors or influencers are

usually not considered scholarly resources and should be used only minimally.

STATISTICAL RESEARCH

Look online for national news articles, national or big-name university research centers for articles

on your topic.
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4. Format: (about 40,000 characters plus the additional workbook/manual) The paper should contain four parts:

a. General format requirements:

Research thesis should be shaped by your own outline of ideas assembled from many different

sources then rearranged in your own order to reflect your own thinking and assembly of the ideas.
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6. Guidelines for the Use of Artificial Intelligence: This college allows students to use artificial intelligence (Al) tools,

digital research resources (such as the Logos research tool), online lecture websites, journals, and articles

appropriately. These tools can be used to: (1) assist students in searching for research sources (similar to search

engines and encyclopedias); (2) assist in proofreading (such as dictionaries, thesaurus, spelling and grammar

checkers). Students may use citations, rewritten or abstracted content generated by Al tools or other digital sources

in their papers, but must properly cite the sources (including the Al tools used and the search results). In short,

students must be the true authors of their papers, not the Al. The research and writing process itself is highly

valuable; Al can be an aid, but not a substitute. Faculty members have the right to discipline students who overly

rely on Al in their papers and fail to meet the required academic standards.

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Keep the distinction between the research and your own evaluative summaries by starting citations
with the name of the author and ending the summary or citation with a footnote. Other sentences

not beginning with an author’s name are assumed to be your own ideas.

Constantly connect every new section to your thesis topic and show why this content is relevant
to that topic. Connect the beginning of a new chapter to the previous chapter and state the
importance of this new chapter to the thesis topic. Summarize at the end of every chapter and say
why this chapter is important to your thesis and how it help understand and add new depth to

understanding your topic.

The thesis is not a collection of book summaries. You will be asked to rewrite if you use more than
two pages of continuous summary from one source. After citing an author, you should add in your

own reflection, comments or criticisms, (remember three Rs reassure, reform or remove).

Personal testimony is permitted in your introduction, but this should be muted in a research thesis.
You should generalize from your experience to third person plural, some women, many women |

know, including myself . . . married couples . . . .

Copying extensive Bible verses without comment or explanation it not acceptable. Use of Bible

verses should be explained.
Every page should have from two to five different sources cited.

Every sentence of an author’s ideas should have a separate footnote unless it exceeds four lines

of text.
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iX. More than four lines of summary from one author should become an entire indented paragraph
with one footnote at the end. A whole paragraph of summarized ideas from one source must be

indented and footnoted.

Introduction: some initial survey of this topic in recent online news articles, and your motivation for writing
this thesis in response to those news articles. Tell the reader about your expected chapter development to
follow and why this thesis is needed to add to the literature already available. What do you plan to

contribute to the knowledge and practice of this topic?
Chapter 1:

i. OPTION A: Use student developed survey distributed to pastors or ministry leaders of church

members or interviews with leaders of members on your topic,

il. OPTION B: survey the secular psychology journal articles and books, and Christian books and
articles that try to integrate psychology that have been published related to thesis topic You should
access a least five scholarly articles from psychology journals, and ten to fifteen books, not all of
them directly about your topic, but some about broader themes that will be mentioned in your
thesis, like emotions, health, communication, friendship, challenging negative thinking. Include
consideration about how one or two of the major psychological schools practice counseling in
general (probably cognitive behavior therapy, or family systems therapy would work the best for

most theses).

CHAPTER 2: review Biblical counseling books and journal articles published on your topic. Consult at least
five Biblical counseling journal articles, and ten to fifteen conservative Reformed or Evangelical practical
theology or counseling books, not all of them directly about your topic, but some about broader themes

that will be mentioned in your thesis.

CHAPTER 3 Show how the Westminster Larger Catechism relates to your topic. Use the Catechism Scripture
index and prooftexts to help develop the meaning of its topics. Show the relevance of at least one of the
six symphonic perspectives developed in Pastor Yates book Westminster Foundations (chapter 3-8) to your

topic development

CHAPTER 4 Choose a specific Bible text or a Bible book that relates to your topic and show how this text
or Bible book will contribute counseling help to those dealing with your topic. Add in biblical theology
contextual connections to the theological themes in the whole Bible book and while individual verses

should be explained using commentaries.

CHAPTER 5: develop two or three hypothetical cases that relate to your topic and apply the principles
developed in chapters 3-4 to your counseling process. Evaluate and develop the practical application of

the thesis in the church for counseling, training courses or seminars.
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h. APPENDIX: Develop a workbook /manual that summarizes each chapter in about 4 pages each chapter
using an attractive graphics format that could be used as handouts in a small group or Sunday School class

as a tool to train counselors or church leaders in the future.

i. The format of the thesis should conform to the essay writing format and publishing principles taught
in " Writing Theological Reports and Essays " of our school. All sources used must be properly cited.
Serious and intentional plagiarism will result in failing the thesis and will be referred to the faculty for a

possible decision about being expelled from the MABC program.
5. TIMETABLES for paper writing, oral presentation and graduation:

a. Student should discuss with the advisor before the graduation year of the planned graduation year.
Complete the thesis registration form that includes the proposed thesis title, the chapter outline, and at
least 20 research sources (books, articles). After faculty advisor approval of your thesis registration form,
the student can register for the thesis during the school semester. After that, student is expected to
discuss the topic of the thesis with the advisor every month. The advisor expects at least 10,000 words
emailed a day before each scheduled meeting, or give advisor a week to respond by email. Your advisor

will make sure you fulfill the purpose of the thesis, and solve any problems faced in the process.

b. The oral defense date of the thesis will be scheduled in early May. In addition to the faculty advisor,
students normally ask two other teachers about one month in advance and give them the completed
thesis two weeks before the oral presentation. Those two teachers will come to the presentation and after
your 45-minute presentation will ask questions or make comments suggestion for improvements. The
thesis advisor will summarize these recommendations in an email and the student will be expected to
make those improvements prior to final submission to the library. Oral presentation must be completed

to participate in graduation.

c. Submit the revised thesis before or after graduation (but you will not receive your printed diploma until
you have fulfilled all requirements). Before printing and binding, the defense committee member's
signatures will be provided on a student prepared cover page. One copy of the essay should be sent to
the school library collection (plus an electronic file) and any teacher who participates in the oral exam. Dr

Yates only wants the final thesis as a digital PDF or docx file.
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