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Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
Syllabus: May 27 – 30, June 1, 2026
BS837: Issues in New Testament Studies: Justification in Paul
General Information:
	Semester:
Meeting times:
	Credit hours:
	Instructor name:
	Tel. office:
	Tel. home:
	e-mail:

	Spring
See below
3
Guy Prentiss Waters
1.601.923.1697
1.601.923.1697
gwaters@rts.edu


Mission Statement of PRTS
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary is an educational institution whose mission is to prepare students to serve Christ, His church, and the academy worldwide through biblical, Reformed, experiential, and practical ministry. 
Student Learning Outcomes
Our Master of Theology (ThM) student learning outcomes (SLOs) are for graduates to:
1. Exegete Scripture accurately, employing understanding of the original languages, historical contexts, and literary genres.
2. Articulate the system and history of doctrine of confessional Reformed theology.
3. Demonstrate advanced knowledge in the student’s chosen and related fields of study.
4. Demonstrate academic competence in the student’s chosen discipline, including proficiency in producing scholarly work.

Our Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) student learning outcomes (SLOs) are for graduates to:
1. Articulate the system and history of doctrine and piety of Reformed theology in the broader context and trajectories of Christian theology.
2. Communicate effectively by: 
a. Orally presenting a cogent, coherent, and comprehensive argument of research findings to be understood by laypeople and scholars.
b. Writing scholarly publications that relevantly serve the academy and church. 
3. Demonstrate: 
a. Advanced knowledge in the chosen and related field of study.
b. International scholarly participation through working with research/course partners and publication of scholarly work. 
c. Academic competence, including proficiency in research, non-bias examination of data, and production and presentation of scholarly work.
d. Teaching and/or preaching competence.
e. Spiritual formation.

Course Purpose
The purpose of this course is to acquaint students with the teaching of the apostle Paul about justification. This course will set that teaching within the broader context of Paul’s theology, anthropology, Christology, and soteriology; and within the context of Paul’s understanding of redemptive-history. 
Course Description
This course will explore the primary passages in Paul’s correspondence relating to the doctrine of justification, with concentration upon his epistles to the Romans and to the Galatians. This course will reflect upon these passages in light of developments in the recent interpretation of Paul. 

Course Objectives
Objectives of this course include the following:
1. To acquaint students with the leading passages in Paul’s correspondence pertaining to justification (Supports SLOs ThM 1; PhD 1).
2. To help students see Pauline justification in the context of Paul’s soteriology and of his biblical theology. (Supports SLOs ThM 1; PhD 2a; 3c).
3. To reflect upon Pauline justification in light of other redemptive benefits in Christ, and in particular to explore the relationship between justification and sanctification in Paul. (Supports SLOs ThM 2; PhD 2b; 3d).
4. To engage, critically and charitably, current academic discussion in Paul relating to the doctrine of justification (Supports SLOs ThM 3; PhD 2c; 2d; 3b).
5. To help students understand justification in Paul in such a way as to preach the doctrine faithfully and to apply it to the needs of the church. (Supports SLOs ThM 4; PhD 1; 2a; 3a).
6. To permit students to grow in their facility for academic writing in the area of Pauline theology. (Supports SLOs ThM 2; PhD 1; 2b).
7. To assist students to grow in their facility to communicate orally Pauline scholarship to their academic peers and to non-specialist audiences. (Supports SLOs ThM 1; 2; PhD 1; 2a).
Course Assignments
1. Students will complete a 15-20 page research paper on some text in Paul relating to the doctrine of justification. The paper will articulate a thesis and advance an argument in conversation with recent academic discussion on Paul. The text and thesis must be approved in advance. The paper will be 35% of your final grade. This assignment is due Friday Sept. 18, 2026, and must be uploaded to the correct spot in Populi. 

2. Write responses to the designated readings. SBL style not necessary - refer to the work itself, or to other works, in parentheses in the text. Each response should be roughly 900 words (3 pages). Each response will be 15% of the final grade (each). Your reading of the three required books will constitute 45% of the final grade. Submit with your response papers a statement of what percentage of these readings you completed. This assignment is due on Tues. June 30, 2026, and must be uploaded to the correct spot in Populi.

3. Write a critical analysis of N. T. Wright, Paul and the Faithfulness of God (Minneapolis : Fortress, 2013), pp. 609-1,265 (only). This analysis should be roughly 1,500 words (5 pages) and should focus on (a) method: what explicit methods guide the author’s textual analyses and historical reconstructions? (b) content: what claims does the author advance about the life and theology of Paul? What, for the author, is the center or heart of Paul’s teaching? In what ways does the book’s content complement or part ways from Reformed readings of Paul? This assignment will constitute 20% of the final grade. This assignment is due on Friday Aug. 14, 2026, and must be uploaded to the correct spot in Populi.

Weighting of Course Assignments and Time Expectations

	
	Expected Hours for ThM student
	Expected Hours for PhD student
	Percentage Weight

	Lectures:
	23 hours
	n/a
	0%

	Critical Analysis of Wright
	32 hours
	n/a
	20%

	Readings and Response Papers
	50 hours
	n/a
	45%

	Research Paper
	60 hours
	 n/a
	35%

	Total:
	165 hours
	190 – 210 hours
	100%



Course Required Reading
All required books will be on course reserve in the library; students should contact a librarian with any questions about finding a recommended resource. Distance students are encouraged to ask the librarian regarding eBooks and access to other digital databases of the library. 

Stephen Westerholm, Perspectives Old and New on Paul: The ‘Lutheran’ Paul and His Critics (Grand Rapids : Eerdmans, 2004). [464pp.]

Read the following pages: all
Total page # from this resource – 464 pgs.

John M. G. Barclay, Paul & The Gift (Grand Rapids : Eerdmans, 2015). [582 pp.]

Read the following pages: all
Total page # from this resource – 582 pgs.

Stephen J. Chester, Reading Paul With the Reformers : Reconciling Old and New Perspectives (Grand Rapids : Eerdmans, 2017). [422 pp.]

Read the following pages: all
Total page # from this resource – 422 pgs.



Schedule（all times Taipei local time GMT+8）
	Date
	Topic / Assignments

	
	

	1. 5/27, 4 hrs
	Lecture 01		Introduction to Paul & the Pauline Epistles

Introduction 

	Author

	Protagonist of Acts 

	Church Planter

	Full Expression of Accomplishment / Application of Redemption 

	Difficulties Attending Study of Paul (2) 

	History of Interpretation … In Brief 

Paul and His Gospel 

	Relationship of gospel & apostle 

	Relationship of gospel & redemptive history 

	What is Paul’s gospel? 1 Cor 15:1-4

		vv.1-2 (4) 

		vv.3-4 (8) 

	Implications – 3 negations (with qualifications) 


	2. 5/28, 4 hrs.
	Lecture 02		The New Perspective on Paul  

Introduction 

	‘historical criticism’ – its history, claims, and influences 

Our trajectory 

Literature Recommendation – Schweitzer, Witherington, Wright

Historical Critical Scholarship Leading to WWII 

	Anthropocentric 

	Non-eschatological 

	Non- (Anti-) Jewish 

Krister Stendahl (b.1921)

	“The Apostle Paul and the Introspective Conscience of the West” (1960)

	“Paul Among Jews and Gentiles” (1963) 

	Stendahl vs. Augustine & Luther 

	Paul’s “robust” conscience

	The Damascus Road: Call. Conversion? 

	Paul’s two questions

Reply to Stendahl 

	Acts 9, 22, 26 – call and conversion 

	Phil 3:5-9 – robust conscience? 

E. P. Sanders 

	Paul and Palestinian Judaism (1977); Paul, the Law, and the Jewish People (1983); 
	Paul (1991); Paul: The Apostle’s Life, Letters, and Thought (2015)

	Judaism, reevaluated: “covenantal nomism” 

Reply to Sanders 

James D. G. Dunn 

	Galatians (BNTC); Romans (2 vols.; WBC); The Theology of Paul the Apostle (1998)

	Dunn – agreement, disagreement with Sanders 

	Why did Paul move from Judaism to Christianity? 

		“works of the law” 

		“faith” 

		“justification” 

			Gal 2:11-16

Reply to Dunn

	Rom 4:4-5

	Rom 3:20 

N. T. Wright 

	What Saint Paul Really Said (1997); Paul in Fresh Perspective (2005); Justification: 
	God’s Plan and Paul’s Vision (2009); Paul and the Faithfulness of God (2013)

	Wright & Sanders, Wright & Dunn 

	“righteousness” 

		“righteousness of God” 

		“righteousness of the believer” 

		Reply: 2 Cor 5:21

	Wright’s definition of justification (4) 

	Present justification 

		Reply (3) 

	Future justification 

		Reply 


	3. 5/29, 4 hrs.
	Lecture 03		Galatians

Introduction 

	Two Introductory Questions:

		Galatians 2 and Acts 

		Location of Galatia

	Method of Proceeding 

The Judaizers (7) 

Galatians 

	Hellenistic Outline 

	Betz’s Outline 

		Critiques 

	Importance of Rhetorical Study 

1:1-5	Prescript / Salutation 

	Defense of apostleship

		Why? 

		Source & Origin 

		Two Important Statements: 1:1, 3-4

1:6-11	Exordium

	Key word

	Deserting the gospel? 

	Paul’s point 

1:12-2:14 Narratio 

	1:12-17		Life in Judaism & Conversion 

	1:18-24		Post-Conversion Life: The Early Days 

	2:1-10		Visit to Jerusalem (ca. AD 49) – Acts 15

	2:11-14		Antioch Incident 

2:15-21	 Propositio

	“justification” 

		And 2:11-14

		The New Perspective 

		Resolution to Problem 

	2:15-16

	2:17-18

	2:19-20

	2:21

	Summary (6) 

[3:1-4:31 Probatio]

5:1-6:18  Exhortatio 

	Change in Emphasis 

	5:5-6

	5:17-18

	5:13-14


	4. 5/30, 4 hrs. 
	Lecture 04		Romans, Part I

General Introduction 

Introduction to Romans 

	Romans and the Third Missionary Journey 

	Why Paul Wrote Romans

		To Introduce Himself

		To Solicit Support 

		To Address a Pastoral Problem

		Interrelation of Purposes 

Romans 1-5

	Introduction

	1:1-4

		1:1-2

		1:3-4

			Two Natures or Two States? 

			v.3 – humiliation 

			v.4 – exaltation 

		Purpose of This Declaration 

	1:5 / 16:26 – The Obedience of Faith 

		“among all nations” 

		“the obedience of faith” 

			faith 

			obedience + faith 

		justification and sanctification 

	1:16-17 

		“gospel” 

		“righteousness of God” 

		“is revealed from faith to faith”

		“just as it is written” 

	1:18 – 3:20: Sin, The Empirical Indictment

		1:18 [and 1:16-17]

		Structure 

		1:18-32 (6) 

		2:1-3:8 (3)

		3:9-20 

	5:12-21: Sin, The Federal Indictment

		1 Cor 15 & Rom 5

			Developments in Rom 5

		5:12a

		5:12b

			What Paul does not mean, 5:13-14

			What Paul does mean

		The Imputation of Adam’s Sin 

		Summary 


	5a. 6/1, 4 hrs.
	Lecture 05			Romans, Part II

Romans 1-5, ctd. 

	The Gospel and Human Sin (4) 

	3:21-26

		Justification and Eschatology 	

			“righteousness,” “now” 

			The Righteousness of God and the Law 

		Moving From 3:20 to 3:21-22

		3:24-25

			“justification” 

			“redemption” 

			“propitiation” 

			Summary 

		3:25b-26

			“righteousness” (again) 

			Eschatology 

		Summary (3) 

	4:25

		Overview 

		Meaning: Resurrection and Justification 

			What Paul Is Not Saying 

			What Paul Is Saying

		The Eschatological Character of Justification 

	4:4-8

		4:4-5 
		
“works” 

			“faith” 

			“righteousness” 

		4:6-8

			
	5:12-21 (again) 

		5:14 – Adam and Christ 

		5:15-21

			Christ: federal head 

			Imputation 

			Justification, Sanctification, Glorification


	5b. 6/1, ctd.
	Lecture 6			Romans, Part III 

Romans 6-8 

	Transitions 

	Union with Christ 

		Romans 6

		Col, Eph, Rom 6 and “Realized Eschatology” 

		Moral Transformation only? 

		Three Horizons 

			Decretal 

			Representative 

			Experiential / Mystical (3) 

	Rom 6:1-14 – The Indicative 

		6:1

		6:2

			“died to sin” – meaning 

			death to sin – how effected? 

				6:3 

				6:4a

				6:6 – “old man” 

		6:4b

			raised to life 

		Indicative and Imperative (6:11-13)

			Indicative, Imperative – Defined 

Necessity of the imperative 

			Sequence of the imperative 

			Indicative Grounds the Imperative 

			Five Cautions (Ridderbos, Gaffin) 

		EXCURSUS: Sarx  in Paul 

			Four Distinct Uses in Paul 

			“Sarx” in Rom 6-8

				Existential 

				Redemptive-Historical 

			Why “Sarx”?

	Rom 6:15-23 – The Imperative 

		Recall the imperative, 6:11-14

			6:11

			6:14

			6:13

		6:15

		6:16

		6:19

		6:21-23

		The indicative in 6:15-23

	Rom 7:1-6

		6:14 and 7:1-6

		“not under law” – Meaning (3) 

		7:1-3 (analogy) 

		7:4-6 (application) 

		7:6 – law and Spirit

	EXCURSUS – The “I” of Romans 7:7-25

		3 Leading Proposals 

		Redemptive Historical or Existential? 

		Unconverted or Converted? 

			Unconverted (2) 

			Converted (4) 

			Reply to first argument of “unconverted” reading

			Reply to second argument of “unconverted” reading

	Rom 7:7-25

		Paul’s Objective 

		7:7-13

		7:14-25

		Romans 6 and Romans 7 

	Romans 8 

		Two questions raised by Rom 7 

		The Spirit and Sanctification – Some Observations 

		The Spirit and Sanctification – Some Conclusions

		Perseverance? Perseverance! – 5 Arguments 

	Rom 12-14

		Rom 12:1-2

			Introduction 

			Body 

			Mind

				Negative 

				Positive 

				…and the Will of God 

		Tertius Usus Legis 

			Rom 13:8-10

			Eph 6:2

			1 Cor 9:21

			Summary 


	6. TBA
	Class Discussion




Course Policies and Writing Assistance
Grading Scale
PRTS uses a 4.0 grading scale. Grades have been assigned the following numerical values for the purpose of computing the student’s grade point average (GPA):
· 95-100 A 4.0
· 91-94 A- 3.7
· 88-90 B+ 3.3
· 84-87 B 3.0
· 81-83 B- 2.7
· 78-80 C+ 2.3
· 74-77 C 2.0
· 71-73 C- 1.7
· 68-70 D+ 1.3
· 64-67 D 1.0
· 61-63 D- 0.7
· 0-60 F 0.0
Grade points per subject are determined by multiplying the grade points assigned to the letter grade earned, times the number of credit hours assigned to the course. A student’s semester and cumulative grade-point average are computed by dividing the total grade points earned by the number of attempted hours. 
Extensions and Late Submissions
In very rare instances an extension will be granted. A written request must be made to the professor; this request will be passed along to a committee, who will then grant the extension for legitimate reasons only (i.e., serious illnesses or death, other unforeseen and serious circumstances). Unless an extension is granted, all late submissions of assignments will be penalized according to the policy outlined in the academic catalog. For a fuller explanation of the seminary’s policy on late submissions, see the seminary’s Late Submission of Course Assignments Policy.
Plagiarism Policy
COPYRIGHT VIOLATION and PLAGIARISM are serious offenses, both legally and ethically. Plagiarizing another’s words or ideas can result in loss of grade, failure of the course, or expulsion from the seminary. For a fuller explanation of the seminary’s policy on plagiarism, see the seminary’s Plagiarism Policy.

Attendance Policy
Each student is expected, barring lawful reasons, to attend every class for which he or she is registered. Absences caused by illness or other justifiable causes will be permitted to a limited extent. Students should not accrue more unexcused absences than the number of course credit hours. Should absences endanger the student’s performance in class, the instructor will counsel the student. Further absences will normally result in either the reduction of course grades or expulsion from the course. Unexcused absences may also result in the student being placed on academic probation.

Other Course Statements
1. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords students certain rights with respect to their educational records. Due to its non-involvement in federal funding programs, PRTS is not subject to FERPA. A description of the principles followed by the seminary regarding student privacy can be found in the current Student Handbook, available on the seminary’s website under “Current Students.”
2. The seminary will make reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The purpose of accommodation is to provide equal access to educational opportunities to students affected by disabilities, and the seminary does not intend that the standards be altered, nor that essential elements of programs or courses be changed.
3. The process for academic appeals and problem resolution is outlined in the current Student Handbook, available on the seminary’s website under “Current Students.”
4. THE RIGHT TO CHANGE THIS SYLLABUS. This syllabus represents a guideline, as opposed to a contract, and is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion as circumstances warrant.

Writing Assistance
Writing support is available for all enrolled students. The seminary employs an English editor/ESL coach; the ESL coach needs at least one week to work on a paper. ESL students may be required by individual professors to seek writing assistance, especially for their first several research papers. Even if not mandated, ESL students are STRONGLY encouraged to seek assistance for major written projects. Email or speak to Kim Postma about writing support or for scheduling English conversation practice sessions. She can be reached at kim.postma@prts.edu | 616-977-0599, ext 158. The seminary also has a style guide, paper template, and a citation tool to make your work easier.
Recommended / Further Reading or Resources
Primary Sources
Guy Prentiss Waters, Justification and the New Perspectives on Paul (P&R)
D. A. Carson et al., eds., Justification and Variegated Nomism, Volume 2: The Paradoxes of Paul (Baker)
Secondary Sources
John V. Fesko, Justification: Understanding the Classic Reformed Doctrine (P&R)
Brian Vickers, Jesus’ Blood and Righteousness: Paul’s Theology of Imputation (Crossway)
Course Objectives Related to ThM/PhD Student Learning Outcomes
	ThM/PhD Student Learning Outcomes
In order to measure the success of the ThM/PhD curriculum, PRTS has defined the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process. Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the contribution of this course to the desired ThM/PhD outcomes.
	Rubric
· Strong
· Moderate
· Minimal
· None
	Mini-Justification
A brief rationale as to how this course will meet the desired level of the SLOs.

	ThM 1
	Exegete Scripture accurately, employing understanding of the original languages, historical contexts, and literary genres.
	Strong	· Course lectures, readings, and research paper will all concentrate upon the exposition of texts of Scripture in their original contexts. 

	ThM 2
PhD 1
	Articulate the system and history of doctrine and piety of Reformed theology in the broader context and trajectories of Christian theology.
	Strong	· Course lectures will connect Pauline passages with Reformed theology and piety. The readings and paper will afford students the opportunity to do the same. 

	ThM 3
PhD 3a
	Demonstrate advanced knowledge in the student’s chosen and related fields of study.
	Strong	· Course lectures, readings, and research paper will encourage students to explore recent academic discussion in Pauline justification. 

	ThM 4
PhD 3c
	Demonstrate academic competence in the student’s chosen discipline, including proficiency in producing scholarly work (proficiency in research, non-bias examination of data, and production and presentation of scholarly work).
	Moderate	· Students will be encouraged to produce reviews of academic literature relating to Paul, and will be encouraged to engage a diverse body of scholarship in the research and writing of their academic paper. 
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