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Mission Statement of PRTS
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary is an educational institution whose mission is to prepare students to serve Christ, His church, and the academy worldwide through biblical, Reformed, experiential, and practical ministry. 
Student Learning Outcomes
Our Master of Theology (ThM) student learning outcomes (SLOs) are for graduates to:
1. Exegete Scripture accurately, employing understanding of the original languages, historical contexts, and literary genres.
2. Articulate the system and history of doctrine of confessional Reformed theology.
3. Demonstrate advanced knowledge in the student’s chosen and related fields of study.
4. Demonstrate academic competence in the student’s chosen discipline, including proficiency in producing scholarly work.

Course Purpose
The purpose of this course is to provide students with a thorough and advanced understanding of the biblical and theological foundations of Christian mission. This will be achieved by systematically working through significant mission passages and themes across the Old and New Testaments, tracing the development of the Missio Dei from Israel’s calling among the nations to the Great Commission and its outworking in the early church. Particular attention will be given to the way in which the Reformed tradition has understood and applied these biblical foundations, both in its confessional heritage and in its engagement with the broader history of Protestant missions. Students will also engage with the major missionary paradigms that have shaped the church’s understanding of its missional identity and task. Towards the end of the course, students will draw together these biblical and historical threads in order to formulate and critically evaluate an integrated biblical theology of mission.
Course Description
This course will work systematically through the major biblical texts and themes that form the foundation of a theology of mission, moving from the Old Testament witness to the missional purposes of God among the nations, through the Gospels and Acts, to the Pauline epistles and the book of Revelation. Significant attention will be given to the way in which these texts have been understood and applied within the Reformed theological tradition, which has consistently grounded its missionary practice in the sovereign purposes of God in election, redemption, and the advance of his kingdom. As the lectures engage with the biblical material, students will also be introduced to the major developments in the history of Christian mission, including the landmark missionary conferences of the twentieth century and the emergence of competing ecumenical, evangelical, and Roman Catholic theologies of mission. The course will examine key missiological concepts such as the missio Dei, contextualisation, the relationship between evangelism and social justice, and the church’s missional identity. Throughout, students will be encouraged to evaluate these contemporary developments critically in the light of Scripture and confessional Reformed theology, developing their own well-grounded and practically informed theology of mission. Prayer and dependence on the Holy Spirit are woven throughout, reflecting the conviction that faithful missiology is inseparable from faithful discipleship.

Course Objectives
Objectives of this course include the following:
1. The student will exegete key biblical passages relevant to the theology of mission, employing the original languages, attending to historical context, and situating each passage within its canonical setting (Supports SLO ThM 1).
2. The student will analyse the biblical foundations of mission across both Testaments, tracing the development of key missiological themes from Israel’s calling among the nations through to the Great Commission and its outworking in the early church (Supports SLO ThM 1).
3. The student will articulate how the Reformed theological tradition has understood and applied the biblical foundations of mission, with particular reference to the doctrines of God’s sovereignty, election, and the advance of his kingdom among the nations (Supports SLO ThM 2).
4. The student will demonstrate advanced knowledge of the major developments in the history of Christian mission, including the landmark missionary conferences of the twentieth century and the emergence of competing ecumenical, evangelical, and Roman Catholic theologies of mission (Supports SLO ThM 3).
5. The student will write a research paper that engages critically with the biblical, historical, and contemporary dimensions of a chosen missiological theme, demonstrating academic competence and proficiency in producing scholarly work (Supports SLO ThM 4).
6. The student will evaluate key missiological concepts such as the missio Dei, contextualisation, and the relationship between evangelism and social justice, assessing these critically in the light of Scripture and confessional Reformed theology (Supports SLO ThM 2).
7. The student will be able to communicate a well-grounded and practically informed theology of mission clearly and cogently, in a manner that serves both the academy and the life and witness of the church (Supports SLO ThM 1).
Course Assignments
1. Research Paper: Write a 20–25-page research paper on a biblical, historical, or theological theme of missiological significance. The paper should trace the development of your chosen theme across the canon of Scripture and engage critically with the relevant scholarly literature, including leading missiologists and theologians within and beyond the Reformed tradition. Possible approaches include: a canonical study of a major missiological theme (such as the missio Dei, the kingdom of God, or the glory of God among the nations); a critical evaluation of a significant figure or movement in the history of Christian mission; an analysis of a contemporary missiological debate (such as the relationship between evangelism and social justice, contextualisation, or religious pluralism); or an integration of biblical-theological and historical perspectives on the church’s missionary calling. The paper must present a clearly reasoned argument, engage with contrary viewpoints, and demonstrate the practical significance of the chosen theme for contemporary mission theory and practice. This assignment is due on March 15, 2027, and must be uploaded to the correct spot in Populi. 

2. Course Readings: Read all assigned readings as listed in the Course Required Reading section. For each assigned reading, students must submit a one-paragraph summary that identifies the author’s central argument, evaluates its strengths and weaknesses, and briefly reflects on its significance for a Reformed theology of mission. Summaries must demonstrate critical engagement with the material rather than mere description. Students need to submit a one-paragraph summary for each assigned reading. The reading assignments are due on October 15, 2026, and must be uploaded to the correct spot in Populi.

3. Exegetical Assignment: Select a biblical passage of missiological significance in consultation with the professor. The passage may be drawn from the Old or New Testament. Working from the original language text, produce a careful exegetical analysis that includes: (1) a contextual analysis examining the historical, literary, and canonical setting of the passage and its bearing on missiological meaning; (2) detailed engagement with the Greek or Hebrew text, including significant word studies and attention to authorial intent; (3) a structural outline demonstrating how the argument or narrative of the passage develops; and (4) a focused missiological application, bridging the biblical data to mission theology and explaining what this specific text reveals about God’s redemptive purposes for the nations. The analysis should be supported by a minimum of five to eight high-quality scholarly sources (technical commentaries and peer-reviewed journals). This assignment should be 8–10 pages in length and must not exceed 3,000 words. It should be completed before the first day of class, as it will form the basis of a structured discussion during the intensive. This assignment is due on October 31, 2026, and must be uploaded to the correct spot in Populi.

Weighting of Course Assignments and Time Expectations

	
	Expected Hours for ThM student
	Percentage Weight

	Lectures/Discussion:
	25 hours
	10%

	Final Paper
	80 hours
	60%

	Assigned Course Readings/Papers
	60 hours
	30%

	Total:
	165 hours
	100%




Course Required Reading
All required books will be on course reserve in the library or available online either through the library or in Populi; students should contact a librarian with any questions about finding a recommended resource. Distance students are encouraged to ask the librarian regarding eBooks and access to other digital databases of the library. 

Required Texts:
Bavinck, J. H. An Introduction to the Science of Missions. Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1960. Translated by David Hugh Freeman.
Total pages: 323 pp. (All pages required.)
DeVries, Brian A. You Will Be My Witnesses: Theology for God’s Church Serving in God’s Mission. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2024.
Total pages: 256 pp. (All pages required.)
Ott, Craig, and Stephen J. Strauss. Encountering Theology of Mission: Biblical Foundations, Historical Developments, and Contemporary Issues. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2010.
Total pages: 218 pp. (Selected chapters required: Introduction; Chapters 1–4 [Part One: Biblical Foundations of Mission]; Chapter 7 [The Motivation for Missions]; Chapter 8 [Church and Mission]; Chapter 11 [Contextualization and Mission]; Chapter 12 [Christian Encounter with Other Religions]. Chapters 5, 6, 9, 10, and 13 not required.)
 
Course Reader Articles:
All nineteen readings below are provided in the course reader, available via Populi. Page counts reflect printed pages in the reader.
Reading 1: Peters, George W. “Missionary Theology and the Old Testament.” Ch. 3 in A Biblical Theology of Missions. Chicago: Moody, 1972.  [48 pp.]
Reading 2: Kaiser, Walter. “Israel’s Missionary Call.” In Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [6 pp.]
Reading 3: Stott, John. “The Living God is a Missionary God.” Originally in You Can Tell the World. Leicester: IVP, 1979. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [6 pp.]
Reading 4: Verkuyl, Johannes. “The Biblical Foundation for the Worldwide Mission Mandate.” Excerpted from Contemporary Missiology: An Introduction. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [6 pp.]
Reading 5: Ladd, George Eldon. “The Gospel of the Kingdom.” Excerpted from The Gospel of the Kingdom. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1959. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [14 pp.]
Reading 6: Goerner, H. Cornell. “Jesus and the Gentiles.” Originally in All Nations in God’s Purpose. Nashville: Broadman, 1979. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [6 pp.]
Reading 7: Scheepers, Phillip. “Acts and the Mission of the Church.” Vox Reformata (2011). Geelong: Reformed Theological College.  [12 pp.]
Reading 8: Glasser, Arthur F. “The Apostle Paul and the Missionary Task.” Originally in Crucial Dimensions in World Evangelization. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1976. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [8 pp.]
Reading 9: Wright, Christopher J. H. “People Who Know the Story That They Are Part Of.” Ch. 2 in The Mission of God’s People. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010.  [12 pp.]
Reading 10: Piper, John. “Let the Nations Be Glad!” Originally in Let the Nations Be Glad! Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [6 pp.]
Reading 11: Bosch, David. “Witness to the World.” Originally in Witness to the World. New York: Harper Collins, 1980. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [4 pp.]
Reading 12: Kraft, Charles H. “Culture, Worldview and Contextualization.” In Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [8 pp.]
Reading 13: Hesselgrave, David J. “The Role of Culture in Communication.” Originally in Communicating Christ Cross-Culturally. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [4 pp.]
Reading 14: Hiebert, Paul G. “Cultural Differences and the Communication of the Gospel.” Originally in Crucial Dimensions in World Evangelization. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1976. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [10 pp.]
Reading 15: Parshall, Phil. “Going Too Far?” — See Optional Reading below.
Reading 16: Van Engen, Charles. “The Uniqueness of Christ.” Originally in Mission on the Way. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.  [6 pp.]
Reading 17: Madinda, John. “Summary of Transforming Mission by David Bosch.” — See Optional Reading below.
Reading 18: Lausanne Committee for World Evangelisation. “The Lausanne Covenant.” 1974.  [8 pp.]
Reading 19: Lausanne Committee for World Evangelisation. “The Manila Manifesto.” 1989.  [14 pp.]
Total page # for required books: 797 pp.
Total page # for course reader articles: 178 pp. (required); 28 pp. in Optional Reading (Readings 15 and 17).
Total page # for the course: 975 pp.


Optional Reading:
Reading 15 (Optional): Parshall, Phil. “Going Too Far?” Evangelical Missions Quarterly 34:3. Wheaton, IL: EMS. Reprinted in Winter and Hawthorne (eds.), Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999. [4 pp.]
Reading 17 (Optional): Madinda, John. “Summary of Transforming Mission by David Bosch.” Course reader article. [24 pp.]
Wright, Christopher J. H. The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2006. 581 pp.

Tentative Schedule
	Date
	Topic / Assignments

	Monday 2 Nov
	Session 1: Introduction to Theology of Mission
What is mission? Key definitions, scope, and terminology
Survey of the course structure, assessments, and expectations
Discussion of exegetical assignment submissions
Session 2: Old Testament Foundations (1) — Israel’s Election and the Nations
God’s centripetal and centrifugal mission in the Old Testament
Session 3: Old Testament Foundations (2) — The Psalms, Prophets, and the Nations
The missional thrust of Israel’s prophetic and wisdom literature

	Tuesday 3 Nov
	Session 4: New Testament Foundations (1) — Mission in the Gospels
Jesus and the Gentiles; the Kingdom of God and mission
Session 5: New Testament Foundations (2) — Acts and the Epistles
The missionary expansion of the early church; the Pauline perspective on mission
Session 6: The Justification of Mission — Missio Dei
Historical development of the Missio Dei concept; Reformed perspectives

	Wednesday 4 Nov
	Session 7: The Purpose and Nature of Mission
Evangelism, church planting, and holistic mission; the glory of God as the ultimate end of mission
Session 8: The Motivation for Mission and the Church’s Missional Identity
Biblical and theological motivations for mission; the church as the sent community
Session 9: Witness as the Church’s Missional Calling
The nature and scope of Christian witness; missional piety in the post-Christendom world

	Thursday 5 Nov
	Session 10: Contextualization and Mission
Culture, worldview, and the communication of the gospel
Session 11: Christian Encounter with Other Religions
The uniqueness of Christ; an evangelical theology of religions
Session 12: The Lausanne Movement and Evangelical Mission Theology
The Lausanne Covenant (1974) and the Manila Manifesto (1989); key developments in evangelical missiology since Edinburgh 1910

	Friday 6 Nov
	Session 13: Reformed Perspectives on Mission
Bavinck’s science of mission; elenctics; the history of missions in Reformed perspective
Session 14: Synthesis — Towards an Integrated Biblical Theology of Mission
Drawing together biblical, historical, and contemporary threads
Student presentations and open discussion
Session 15: Course Conclusion
Final Q&A; review of remaining assignments; course evaluation



Course Policies and Writing Assistance
Grading Scale
PRTS uses a 4.0 grading scale. Grades have been assigned the following numerical values for the purpose of computing the student’s grade point average (GPA):
· 95-100 A 4.0
· 91-94 A- 3.7
· 88-90 B+ 3.3
· 84-87 B 3.0
· 81-83 B- 2.7
· 78-80 C+ 2.3
· 74-77 C 2.0
· 71-73 C- 1.7
· 68-70 D+ 1.3
· 64-67 D 1.0
· 61-63 D- 0.7
· 0-60 F 0.0
Grade points per subject are determined by multiplying the grade points assigned to the letter grade earned, times the number of credit hours assigned to the course. A student’s semester and cumulative grade-point average are computed by dividing the total grade points earned by the number of attempted hours. 
Extensions and Late Submissions
In very rare instances an extension will be granted. A written request must be made to the professor; this request will be passed along to a committee, who will then grant the extension for legitimate reasons only (i.e., serious illnesses or death, other unforeseen and serious circumstances). Unless an extension is granted, all late submissions of assignments will be penalized according to the policy outlined in the academic catalog. For a fuller explanation of the seminary’s policy on late submissions, see the seminary’s Late Submission of Course Assignments Policy.
Plagiarism Policy
COPYRIGHT VIOLATION and PLAGIARISM are serious offenses, both legally and ethically. Plagiarizing another’s words or ideas can result in loss of grade, failure of the course, or expulsion from the seminary. For a fuller explanation of the seminary’s policy on plagiarism, see the seminary’s Plagiarism Policy.

Attendance Policy
Each student is expected, barring lawful reasons, to attend every class for which he or she is registered. Absences caused by illness or other justifiable causes will be permitted to a limited extent. Students should not accrue more unexcused absences than the number of course credit hours. Should absences endanger the student’s performance in class, the instructor will counsel the student. Further absences will normally result in either the reduction of course grades or expulsion from the course. Unexcused absences may also result in the student being placed on academic probation.

Other Course Statements
1. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords students certain rights with respect to their educational records. Due to its non-involvement in federal funding programs, PRTS is not subject to FERPA. A description of the principles followed by the seminary regarding student privacy can be found in the current Student Handbook, available on the seminary’s website under “Current Students.”
2. The seminary will make reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The purpose of accommodation is to provide equal access to educational opportunities to students affected by disabilities, and the seminary does not intend that the standards be altered, nor that essential elements of programs or courses be changed.
3. The process for academic appeals and problem resolution is outlined in the current Student Handbook, available on the seminary’s website under “Current Students.”
4. THE RIGHT TO CHANGE THIS SYLLABUS. This syllabus represents a guideline, as opposed to a contract, and is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion as circumstances warrant.

Writing Assistance
Writing support is available for all enrolled students. The seminary employs an English editor/ESL coach; the ESL coach needs at least one week to work on a paper. ESL students may be required by individual professors to seek writing assistance, especially for their first several research papers. Even if not mandated, ESL students are STRONGLY encouraged to seek assistance for major written projects. Emails about writing support can be sent to WritingCenter@prts.edu. The seminary also has a style guide, paper template, and a citation tool to make your work easier.



Recommended / Further Reading or Resources
Primary Sources

For a list of additional primary missiological sources, including key confessional and historical documents, see the ‘Theology of Mission — Primary Sources’ tab on Populi under ‘Files’.

Secondary Sources

For a comprehensive list of secondary sources, please see the following tabs under ‘Files’ in Populi:
· Theology of Mission — Articles
· Theology of Mission — Book Chapters
· Theology of Mission — Commentaries and Monographs
· Theology of Mission — Dissertations and Theses

Course Objectives Related to ThM/PhD Student Learning Outcomes
	ThM/PhD Student Learning Outcomes
In order to measure the success of the ThM/PhD curriculum, PRTS has defined the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process. Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the contribution of this course to the desired ThM/PhD outcomes.
	Rubric
· Strong
· Moderate
· Minimal
· None
	Mini-Justification
A brief rationale as to how this course will meet the desired level of the SLOs.

	ThM 1
	Exegete Scripture accurately, employing understanding of the original languages, historical contexts, and literary genres.
	Strong	· Students will engage in close exegesis of biblical passages central to the theology of mission, working from the original languages and attending carefully to historical context, literary genre, and canonical setting. The exegetical assignment requires students to demonstrate these skills on a passage of their own choosing.

	ThM 2

	Articulate the system and history of doctrine and piety of Reformed theology in the broader context and trajectories of Christian theology.
	Strong	· The course engages throughout with the Reformed theological tradition’s understanding of mission, drawing on Bavinck’s science of mission, the confessional heritage of the church, and the history of Protestant missionary thought. Students will articulate how Reformed doctrine—including the sovereignty of God, election, and the advance of the kingdom—shapes a theology of mission.

	ThM 3

	Demonstrate advanced knowledge in the student’s chosen and related fields of study.
	Strong	· Students will demonstrate advanced knowledge across the biblical, historical, and contemporary dimensions of mission theology, engaging with leading missiologists including Bavinck, Bosch, Wright, Ott and Strauss, and DeVries, as well as key ecumenical and evangelical mission documents from the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.

	ThM 4

	Demonstrate academic competence in the student’s chosen discipline, including proficiency in producing scholarly work (proficiency in research, non-bias examination of data, and production and presentation of scholarly work).
	Strong	· Students will produce a 20–25-page research paper on a missiological theme of their choosing, demonstrating proficiency in primary and secondary research, critical engagement with contrary viewpoints, and the ability to present a sustained scholarly argument with practical significance for contemporary mission theory and practice.
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