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Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary – 
Th. M syllabus
BS [Add number here]: Issues in the book of Romans 
Sept 14 – 18, 2026 in Jakarta Indonesia
 
General Information:
	Semester:
Meeting times:
Credit hours:
Instructor name:
Tel. office:
Tel. home:
e-mail:

	Fall
Sept 14-18, 2026
3
Andrew McCafferty

886-2-912-463939
andy.mc@crtslive.net


Mission Statement of PRTS
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary is an educational institution whose mission is to prepare students to serve Christ, His church, and the academy worldwide through biblical, Reformed, experiential, and practical ministry. 
Student Learning Outcomes
Our Master of Theology (ThM) student learning outcomes (SLOs) are for graduates to:
1. Exegete Scripture accurately, employing understanding of the original languages, historical contexts, and literary genres.
2. Articulate the system and history of doctrine of confessional Reformed theology.
3. Demonstrate advanced knowledge in the student’s chosen and related fields of study.
4. Demonstrate academic competence in the student’s chosen discipline, including proficiency in producing scholarly work.
Course Purpose
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major exegetical questions in Romans 1-8, and to compare the Reformed interpretation of the crucial passages with other interpretations. More generally, it is to teach students how to do careful exegesis. This course will set Romans within the broader context of Paul’s doctrine of God. 
Course Description
The professor will prepare a series of questions on each chapter of Romans 1-8. Students will prepare the answers that important commentators give. These answers will then be discussed in class.
Course Objectives
Objectives of this course include the following:
1. To acquaint students with the Book of Romans (Supports SLOs ThM 1).
2. To acquaint students with how Romans is interpreted in the Reformed Tradition and compare this to other interpretations. (Supports SLOs ThM 2).
3. To engage, critically and charitably, with various interpretations of Paul (Supports SLOs ThM 3).
4. To help students to preach from Romans. (Supports SLOs ThM 4).
5. To permit students to grow in their facility for academic writing in the area of Pauline theology. (Supports SLOs ThM 2).
Course Assignments
1. Students will complete a 20-page research paper on some text in Romans relating to one of the issues discussed in this course. The paper will articulate a thesis and advance an argument in conversation with recent academic discussion on Romans. The text and thesis must be approved in advance. The paper will be 50% of your final grade. This assignment is due Thursday December 24, 2026, and must be uploaded to the correct spot in Populi. 
2. Write to short papers, 3-5 pages each.  The professor will prepare a list of exegetical questions for every 2-hour section of the course. Students will sign up to answer questions on two different 2-hour sections. One of the papers should be on how Cranfield answers the questions. The other should be on how another commentator answers the questions. Students should sign up for their 2 sections before Sept 1, 2026. Each paper will be 20% of the final grade. This assignment is due on Monday morning. Sept 14, 2026, and must be uploaded to the correct spot in Populi.
Weighting of Course Assignments and Time Expectations

	
	Expected Hours for ThM student
	Percentage Weight

	Lectures plus one discussion session:
	23 hours
	0%

	Readings
	60 hours
	10%

	Two short Papers
	12 hours
	40%

	Research Paper
	60 hours
	50%

	Total:
	165 hours
	100%



Course Required Reading
All required books will be on course reserve in the library; students should contact a librarian with any questions about finding a recommended resource. Distance students are encouraged to ask the librarian regarding eBooks and access to other digital databases of the library. 

Cranfield, C.E.B., A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans: Introduction and Commentary on Romans I-VIII, Vol. 1 (Intl Critical Commentary).  Read entire volume 1 of the Commentary. The English is available in Logos for US $30. The Chinese is published by CES. 
(Total pages to read: 496 pages)
Mou, Douglas J., The Letter to the Romans, New International Commentary on the New Testament (NICNT), Eerdmans, 2018. Read commentary on 3:21-31 - p.237-276, 7:1-25 - p.434-490  
Accordance: $64, Logos : US $59 (or $25 for the first edition). Mai Zong publishes the Chinese.
(Total pages to read: 96 pages)
Calvin, John, Commentary on the Book of Romans, Read Rom 2:1-8:39, p.44-172. 
Available in CRTS Accordance package and elsewhere, Chinese published by RTF, Taipei. 
(Total pages to read: 129 pages.) 
Dunn, James D.G,  Romans 1-8, Volume 38A (38) (Word Biblical Commentary), Zondervan, 2015.  Read on 3:21-4:25 - p.161-241, 7:1-25 - p.357-411. 
Accordance: Can’t be bought separately, Logos Price: US $42. (Only need volume 1.)
(Total pages to read: 204 pages.)
Hendrickson, William, New Testament Commentary: Romans: Chapters 1-16, Baker Book House, 1981.  Read sections on Romans 2 - p.87-119, Rom 5:1-21 - p.167-193, and Romans 7 - p.213-243
Available in CRTS Accordance package
(Total pages to read: 90 pages.)
Cranfield, “On Romans”, T & T Clark International, 2001 
Logos: US $25
Read chapter 1, “The works of the law” in the Epistle to the Romans
Read chapter 4, Sanctification as Freedom: Paul’s teaching on Sanctification
Read chapter 7, On the πίστις Χριστοῦ Question
(Total pages to read: 60 pages.)
Recommended: CRTS Accordance Library Package.

Schedule（all times Indonesia time GMT+7）
	Date
	Topic / Assignments
	Reports

	9/14a
(2 hours)
	Intro
Chapter 1
	Forthcoming

	9/14b
(2 hours)
	Chapter 2
Chapter 3:1-20
	

	9/15a
(2 hours)
	Chapter 3:21-31
	

	9/15b
(2 hours)
	Chapter 4:1-4:25
	

	9/16a
(2 hours)
	Chapter 5:1-11
Chapter 5:12-21

	

	9/16b
(2 hours)
	Chapter 6:1-21
	

	9/17a
(2 hours)
	Chapter 7
	

	9/17b
(2 hours)
	Chapter 8
	

	9/18a
(2 hours)
	Chapters 9-11
Chapters 12-16
	

	9/18b
(2 hours)
	Review
	



Course Policies and Writing Assistance
Grading Scale
PRTS uses a 4.0 grading scale. Grades have been assigned the following numerical values for the purpose of computing the student’s grade point average (GPA):
· 95-100 A 4.0
· 91-94 A- 3.7
· 88-90 B+ 3.3
· 84-87 B 3.0
· 81-83 B- 2.7
· 78-80 C+ 2.3
· 74-77 C 2.0
· 71-73 C- 1.7
· 68-70 D+ 1.3
· 64-67 D 1.0
· 61-63 D- 0.7
· 0-60 F 0.0
Grade points per subject are determined by multiplying the grade points assigned to the letter grade earned, times the number of credit hours assigned to the course. A student’s semester and cumulative grade-point average are computed by dividing the total grade points earned by the number of attempted hours. 
Extensions and Late Submissions
In very rare instances an extension will be granted. A written request must be made to the professor; this request will be passed along to a committee, who will then grant the extension for legitimate reasons only (i.e., serious illnesses or death, other unforeseen and serious circumstances). Unless an extension is granted, all late submissions of assignments will be penalized according to the policy outlined in the academic catalog. For a fuller explanation of the seminary’s policy on late submissions, see the seminary’s Late Submission of Course Assignments Policy.
Plagiarism Policy
COPYRIGHT VIOLATION and PLAGIARISM are serious offenses, both legally and ethically. Plagiarizing another’s words or ideas can result in loss of grade, failure of the course, or expulsion from the seminary. For a fuller explanation of the seminary’s policy on plagiarism, see the seminary’s Plagiarism Policy.

Attendance Policy
Each student is expected, barring lawful reasons, to attend every class for which he or she is registered. Absences caused by illness or other justifiable causes will be permitted to a limited extent. Students should not accrue more unexcused absences than the number of course credit hours. Should absences endanger the student’s performance in class, the instructor will counsel the student. Further absences will normally result in either the reduction of course grades or expulsion from the course. Unexcused absences may also result in the student being placed on academic probation.

Other Course Statements
1. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords students certain rights with respect to their educational records. Due to its non-involvement in federal funding programs, PRTS is not subject to FERPA. A description of the principles followed by the seminary regarding student privacy can be found in the current Student Handbook, available on the seminary’s website under “Current Students.”
2. The seminary will make reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The purpose of accommodation is to provide equal access to educational opportunities to students affected by disabilities, and the seminary does not intend that the standards be altered, nor that essential elements of programs or courses be changed.
3. The process for academic appeals and problem resolution is outlined in the current Student Handbook, available on the seminary’s website under “Current Students.”
4. THE RIGHT TO CHANGE THIS SYLLABUS. This syllabus represents a guideline, as opposed to a contract, and is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion as circumstances warrant.

Writing Assistance
Writing support is available for all enrolled students. The seminary employs an English editor/ESL coach; the ESL coach needs at least one week to work on a paper. ESL students may be required by individual professors to seek writing assistance, especially for their first several research papers. Even if not mandated, ESL students are STRONGLY encouraged to seek assistance for major written projects. Email or speak to Kim Postma about writing support or for scheduling English conversation practice sessions. She can be reached at kim.postma@prts.edu | 616-977-0599, ext 158. The seminary also has a style guide, paper template, and a citation tool to make your work easier.
Recommended / Further Reading or Resources
(Forthcoming)




Course Objectives Related to ThM/PhD Student Learning Outcomes
	ThM/PhD Student Learning Outcomes
In order to measure the success of the ThM/PhD curriculum, PRTS has defined the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process. Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the contribution of this course to the desired ThM/PhD outcomes.
	Rubric
· Strong
· Moderate
· Minimal
· None
	Mini-Justification
A brief rationale as to how this course will meet the desired level of the SLOs.

	ThM 1
	Exegete Scripture accurately, employing understanding of the original languages, historical contexts, and literary genres.
	Strong	Course lectures, readings, and research paper will all concentrate upon the exposition of texts of Scripture in their original contexts. 

	ThM 2
PhD 1
	Articulate the system and history of doctrine and piety of Reformed theology in the broader context and trajectories of Christian theology.
	Strong	Course lectures will connect Romans with Reformed theology and piety. The readings and paper will afford students the opportunity to do the same. 

	ThM 3
PhD 3a
	Demonstrate advanced knowledge in the student’s chosen and related fields of study.
	Moderate	Course lectures, readings, and research paper will introduce students to critical questions in the book of Romans, and the views of modern commentators. 

	ThM 4
PhD 3c
	Demonstrate academic competence in the student’s chosen discipline, including proficiency in producing scholarly work (proficiency in research, non-bias examination of data, and production and presentation of scholarly work).
	Moderate	Students will be encouraged to engage with a variety of points of view in the research and writing of their academic paper. 
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